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Initial Setting 

PowerNAS uses the apps in the Windows 8.1 PowerNAS Center store to let 

you easily perform initial setup. You only need to follow the instructions with a 

click of your mouse.  

 

Downloading and Installing PowerNAS Center 

Before starting to use “PowerNAS Center”, you must acquire the ”PowerNAS 

Center” app on Windows 8.1. Then please follow the instructions to install it 

step by step.  

 

First, you have to go into the “Store” on Windows 8.1 by clicking on  

the ”Start” →”Store” (The system defaults are a green base with a white 

shopping bag design) at the lower left corner. 

 

 

After accessing the Store, enter “PowerNAS Center” in the search bar, 

otherwise you won’t be able to find your specific PowerNAS apps among the 

various apps in the Store.   
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After clicking into the apps installing page, select “Install” and then wait for the 

computer to acquire “PowerNAS Center” from the Store for you automatically.  

 

 

Next, a prompt at the upper right corner on the screen will inform you that the 

app has been completely installed. Please return to your app store to find the 

PowerNAS Center. We suggest you to put it up on the start page. Now you 
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can start to use our powerful PowerNAS！ 

 

 

 

Connecting to PowerNAS Host 

Initial Access PowerNAS 

When you open the “PowerNAS Center” the first time, you must initiate a 

connection with PowerNAS.  Then you can completely enjoy all the additional 

functions. First we must get your PowerNAS IP address shared by your home 

router. Then the first-time-use settings can be made after accessing 

PowerNAS. Please point anywhere on the homepage screen and right-click. 

Next, click on the “Account” button. 
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Click on the magnifier “ ” to let the system scan the PowerNAS host in your 

home local network directly for you. 

 

 

After scanning the PowerNAS host in your home and getting the IP address, 

please open the web browser (IE, Google Chrome or Fire Fox) and access 

the PowerNAS host IP address obtained previously by scanning into the 

web address bar. Press the ENTER key to access the PowerNAS page. 
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Then you will see a first use PowerNAS page. Please follow the instructions on 

the page to setup your PowerNAS step by step 

 

Modifying the Host Name and User Name 

When you access your PowerNAS PDM webpage for the first time, PowerNAS 

will request you provide a new name and replace the system default 

administrator password.  To do this, just press the edit icon “ ” for naming 

PowerNAS and modifying the password.  After completing this, click on “OK, 

next step”. 
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Setting Up Hard Drive Format  

After you finish setup of host name and administrator password, the system 

will guide you to the hard drive setup page. 

 

 

In the initialization setup for PowerNAS hardware, there are two modes for you 

to choose from: Quick/Simple Installation and User Customized Installation. 

When using Quick/Simple Installation, you don’t have to worry about making 

choices. If you are an advanced user, you can select User Customized 

Installation to let you build a PowerNAS meeting your personal needs more. 

 

Quick/Simply Installation 

When you select quick/simple installation, there are two possibilities, as 

follows 

 

If your PowerNAS just contains three hard drives or fewer, directly press the 

“Start to Use” button. The system will start to format your hard drives. 
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If your PowerNAS contains four hard drives, the system provides two options 

for your selection: Normal Safety and High Safety respectively. The following 

table allows you to easily understand the advantages and disadvantages of 

each and then make your decision.  

 

 

 Normal 

Safety 

High 

Safety 

Available Capacity Large Small 

Safety Worse Better 

 

After selection, the word “Waiting” will appear on the screen. After completion, 

the system is logged-out. You just need to login again.  
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User Customized Installation 

When you select the User Customized Installation, the system will detect the 

current number of installed hard drives in the PowerNAS. If there are four 

hard drives, it will provide you three options of driver formatting at most, Raid 

0/5/10 respectively. You can decide which driver matrix will be used as you 

like.  

 

 

After selection, the word “Waiting” will appear on the screen. After completion, 

the system is logged-out. You just need to login again.  
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Login to Account and Creating Connection 

Congratulations！Your first-use setup of PowerNAS is complete. Next, you 

can login to the PowerNAS Center to start enjoying the various convenient 

functions of PowerNAS.  

First of all, please right click anywhere on the homepage screen. Then click on 

the “Account” button . 
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Enter the IP address of PowerNAS just set up by you. (Or click on the 

magnifier “ ” and then select your PowerNAS from the scanning result)Next, 

enter the user account and password just set up,  click on “ ” to 

login. The connection between your computer and PowerNAS is complete.  

 

 

 

How to Use PowerNAS Center 

Via the “PowerNAS Center” operating interface on Windows 8.1, your 

PowerNAS can reach many convenient and fun functions. In the next 

paragraph, the method of use of each function will be introduced.  

 

Function Overview 

First of all, we introduce the main screen of “PowerNAS Center”. On the main 

page, the parts you can see are only the yellow clock and the blue block. If you 

want to call out the red block and green block, you just need to right click 

anywhere on the screen. Then these function bars will appear on the upper 

and lower sides.  
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Main Function List 

Home Page  

After you click on the homepage, it will connect you to the homepage of 

PowerNAS PDM which has more functions for your use. If you want to further 

understand the related functions on the PDM, please refer to the PowerNAS 

PDM User Manual. 

 

Tools  

You can access the PowerNAS Plus now. However, we put three PowerNAS 

app tool shortcuts of PowerNAS Plus into the blue frame area directly for you. 

Therefore, if you want to use these apps, we suggest you use them directly 

from the main screen！The use of these functions will be introduced in detail 

later, in App Tools.  

Share  

This function can share your PowerNAS space, a screenshot or the 

downloaded links of “PowerNAS Center” with your relatives or friends via 

E-mail. Select one item on the drop-down menu for sharing. After selection, 

press the “Send E-mail”. Just by writing an email to your relatives or friends, 
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you can share items with them easily! 

 

 

It is worth mentioning that, under the Share function, we have the Wall function 

for posting onto the community website. You can post your daily feelings and 

even invitations to the Wall of your community website via this app.  

 

First, click on the “Facebook” button below “Info Share” on the main screen. 

 

 

A text block will appear with a small input zone. You can enter your daily notes, 

feelings, etc. into that zone, just like your usual use of a community website.  
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If it is your first share, you must go via the login binding service on your 

community website. Enter your community website account password, then 

agree to PowerNAS using your share permission and accessing your public 

info. After your agreement, you can post your shared content out! 

 

 

 

Next, the system will inform you your post is completed.  
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Thereafter, you can see your shares on the community website! 

 

 

Upload  

This Upload function can let you put shared files which you want to store in 

PowerNAS or share with friends into the PowerNAS space provided to any 

shared persons for their use.  

 

 

After accessing the Upload, first select the location of the uploaded file in the 

drop-down menu at the upper left corner. Normally, the user will select the 

uploaded file at “Local Computer”. 
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Next step: select the current folder. After you find and then click on the file, a 

small preview of the uploading file will appear in the lower left corner.(you can 

select multiple files!) After selection of all the files you want, press “Confirm” in 

the lower right corner.  

 

 

After confirmation, the screen will bounce back to the same screen as in file 

upload except the lower right corner will be changed to “Select this Folder”. 

This means now you are going to select where to put your upload file on 

PowerNAS. 
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Similar to the selection of upload file, first please select the PowerNAS location 

to be uploaded. Select “Web” in the drop-down menu. Then enter “\\ your 

PowerNAS IP address”  inside the text entering box at bottom. Next step: 

click on “Go To”.  

 

 

After accessing your PowerNAS space, you can start to select the uploading 

destination folder you like. Here we demonstrate how to upload a file to a 

public: click on “Public”. 

file://您的PowerNAS的ip位址
file://您的PowerNAS的ip位址
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After accessing the “public” folder, click on the lower right “Select This Folder”. 

(if you want to save it under a subfolder, you just need to re-access the 

subfolder to re-click on “Select this Folder”.)  Now the selected folder will 

appear in the lower left corner. (However you cannot select multiple subfolders 

as select a folder！) After confirmation with no error, press “Confirm”. Then 

wait for the system to return to homepage. When the file uploaded prompt 

appears, uploading is completed.  
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Account  

Before login, this provides you the function of logging in to PowerNAS. If you 

have been logged in, it will show your current account, PowerNAS host and 

the logout button. As you press the logout button, the system will log your 

PowerNAS Center out from the connected PowerNAS host. Now you can 

use another account to login to the same host, or you can even change to 

another host to login. 
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App Tools 

PowerNAS Capture 

“PowerNAS Capture” has the ability to capture the videos in your DVD discs 

and store them in the app tools in PowerNAS space. Thus, when you want to 

recollect them at any time, you can directly enjoy the conserved videos in the 

space via XMBC Play. It is really very convenient! Now let us demonstrate the 

procedure of DVD capture. 

 

 

On the main screen, you can directly find the “PowerNAS Capture” option. 

Click to go into the guiding page. If you are using this function for the first time 

and have not yet installed “PowerNAS Capture” gadgets, then, as you press 

the Start button, the system will guide you to the PowerNAS official website. It 

will request you first download the installation file for the “PowerNAS Capture” 
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gadget.  

 

 

 

 

After installation, click on the ”PowerNAS Capture” app shortcut on the 

Window desktop to open it. Put the DVD disc into DVD ROM. Then select 

your DVD ROM location from the drop down menu. Next, select the stored 

path where your DVD capture is to be stored. If you check the “PowerNAS” 

directly, after completion of capture, your video will be put in the “Public > 

Video > DVD Capture” folder of PowerNAS. If don’t want to store the video in 

this path, you can check the “Local Computer” option by pressing the 

“Browse” to select your preferred path in “Local Computer”. Otherwise you 

can enter ”錯誤! 超連結參照不正確。Storage path “ by yourself. In this way, 

you can store video in paths other than PowerNAS space.  
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Now the DVD capture is ongoing. After completion, you can find the DVD 

capture in the stored target folder. In the future, you won’t have to 

painstakingly find the DVD disc and put it into a computer or DVD player to 

watch the capture! 

 

 

 



 

23 
 

Media Player 

Via the AV Player function in Media Player, you don’t have to use the XMBC. 

Alternatively, enjoy the video on “Local Computer” directly, which is stored on 

your computer or on PowerNAS space. First, by the same way, you can go into 

the guiding page via the Media Player on the main screen. Then, click on 

“Open”. 

 

 

After accessing the path selection screen, use the same operating method as 

for Upload. After finding out the video or music file to be enjoyed, select that 

file and then press the “Open” button in the lower right corner. 

 

 

After pressing the “Open” button, it will start to play directly. During playing, the 

operation is similar to usual playing software. You can easily do basic 

operations such as play/pause, skip, volume up/down and full screen by 

using a mouse only. If you still feel these operations cannot satisfy your 

requirements, please right click to get more options 
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PowerNAS Settings 

The major purpose of this PowerNAS Settings is to guide the user to go into 

the PDM webpage in PowerNAS via page to perform further settings. First of 

all, follow the same procedure to go into the “PowerNAS Settings” page via the 

main page. Then press “Open”. The system will remind you that you will go 

into the PowerNAS webpage. You must login again on this webpage. Next, you 

will go into the login page in PDM. For details on settings, please refer to the 

PowerNAS PDM Webpage User Manual. 
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Record of Use 

DVD Capture Record, Backup Record and File 

Upload Record 

There is a very special function on the main screen of PowerNAS Center. It 

can let you clearly see a record of recent file management of this PowerNAS. 

All the DVD captures, backups or uploaded files done by you or your permitted 

friends will be recorded in this block. This allows easy management by you or 

the administrator of this PowerNAS. 
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Related Info 

As you press the right button on the main screen, not only will the main 

function list appear at the top, but some messages or system controls about 

this PowerNAS will appear at the bottom of the screen.  

 

 

After you access “ My NAS” , it will show your system info and current system 

status. There are three operating buttons related to the PowerNAS 

system: ”Restart”, “System Shutdown” and ”System Reset”. 

 

 

The content in “About” majorly has your PowerNAS version number and a 

“Check &Update” button. When the updated firmware version of your 

PowerNAS system is available, the button can perform firmware updates for 

your PowerNAS system and keep it in best status! 
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